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September 29, 2023

SSA – Detroit Office

PO Box 345

Detroit, MI 48231-9806

Re:
Danny Whitt
Case Number: 7867361
DOB:
08-24-1960
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Whitt comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He states that he has had poor vision since a young age. Apparently, he developed Stevens-Johnson syndrome when he was approximately 5 years old. He had poor vision with the right eye since that time, but functional vision with the left eye. He has a history of working as a truck driver as well as a welder and a machine builder. He states that he had to stop working in 2019 because of progressive loss of vision with both eyes. He is accompanied by his wife, Jeanine who helps with the history. Apparently, Mr. Whitt was in a motor vehicle accident in December 2020 and has a significant loss of memory since that time. He underwent a corneal surgery with Dr. Edward Holland in November 2020. He thinks that the surgery was somewhat successful although the vision did not improve significantly. He underwent cataract surgery in that eye the following year. He uses Xiidra, Durezol, and Lotemax drops as well as over-the-counter artificial tears.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/300 on the right and 20/100 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of –1.75 –1.25 x 165 on the right and +0.25 –1.00 x 180 on the left. The near acuity with an ADD of +3.00 measures 20/200 on the right and 20/100 on the left at 14 inches. The pupils are small but round and reactive. The muscle balance is orthophoric to penlight. The muscle movements are smooth and full. Applanation pressures are 21 on the right and 20 on the left.  The slit lamp examination shows diffuse corneal haze on both sides with scarring and fine pannus. There is a posterior chamber lens implant in good position on the right side and mild nuclear sclerosis to the lens on the left side. The fundus examination is difficult because of the haze on both sides. The cup-to-disc ratio is approximately 0.7 on both sides. There are no hemorrhages. There is no edema. There are no detachments detectable. The eyelids show moderate chalasis.
Visual field testing utilizing a kinetic perimeter with a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows 84 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 116 degrees of horizontal field on the left.

Assessment:
1. Corneal scarring, bilateral.
2. Pseudophakia.
Mr. Whitt has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of limbal stem cell deficiency with associated corneal decompensation and scarring. These corneal findings can explain his measured visual acuities. Based upon these findings, one would expect him to have difficulties performing the visual tasks required in the work environment. He cannot read small nor moderate size print, distinguish between small objects, nor use a computer. His prognosis is guarded.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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